
 
 
 
The CAS Award is given to the student in the graduating class who has contributed to 
community through exemplary participation in a range of collaborative projects that span 
Creativity, Action and Service. The student has been an outstanding role model for peers 
throughout their experiential learning journey due to their responsible decision-making and 
problem solving, excellent interpersonal skills and reflective approach. The recipient of this 
award is tirelessly committed to bringing about positive change. 
 
This amazing young person has enriched the lives of many at IST and beyond its walls since her 
arrival as a timid grade 9 student. Despite initial shyness, she seized artistic opportunities to expand 
her skillset- at first jewellery making and then sewing. She joined the St Nicholas Nursery 
community service group and was committed from the outset, but it was when her brother became 
a leader that a new confidence was sparked. In grade 10, her interest in community action 
continued to grow and was shaped by two significant learning experiences; a week spent at United 
African Alliance Community Centre in Arusha in which she discovered the power of the Arts as a 
channel for activism and advocacy, and a Global Issues Service Summit in Johannesburg where 
she co-facilitated a workshop on ‘Rethinking Service’. A shift happened that year and in her words: 
“my passion for CAS really started shining through and…[I started to] develop my voice in society”. 
 
And what a voice Rediet has! Her CAS programme has been ever evolving, in accordance with her 
self-evaluation and growth. Through guitar club she learned to appreciate music and has since 
been inspired to play and write her own songs for advocacy. She had to put this on hold for a few 
months, however, due to fitness training for climbing Kilimanjaro- a feat she never thought of 
aspiring to, let alone accomplishing. As a Math Tutor for younger peers, she showed amazing 
understanding and patience, forging friendships with incoming students in need. She continued to 
experiment with her camera and volunteer to take photos of community events long after 
photography club had ended. Through these experiences and many more, Rediet acquired a 
stronger sense of self, questioning society’s usual definitions of success and fulfillment.  
 
Rediet’s most impressive contribution, in my mind, is her leadership of the St. Nicholas Nursery 
community action group. Her commitment to ensuring all students are engaged, all sessions are 
well planned and meaningful, and her willingness to compromise her own vision to create space for 
peers to have ownership over projects has been exemplary. She has shown a devotion that is 
unique. Which other student would I knock on my door straight after writing her final IB exam to tell 
me: “Now that exams are finished, I have a few weeks on my hands and really want to do 
something useful for St. Nicholas Nursery. I’ve got an idea for a mural, it involves dancing or… how 
about holding an Art Auction?...” To quote Ms. Lukumbuzya: “Rediet has shown a level of 
compassion, maturity and determination that I have seen so few people display, let alone in her age 
group… When I told her that I was in "awe" of her gentle, kind, caring personality and hard work, 
she was shocked to hear it. That's Rediet.... through all that she does, she remains humble.”  
 
In one of her many CAS epiphanies on her blog, Rediet states: “I feel like I am destined to make a 
difference”. Be it facilitating collaboration between community action groups to pave the way for 
playground building, designing surveys for Middle Schoolers to get open and honest feedback, 
communicating with parents, mothering team mates on the trek up to uhuru peak, organizing friends 
to perform an original song at the CAS gala or playing lovingly with visiting children… it is very clear 
that Rediet is already making a difference in hundreds of lives. And I have no doubt that she will 
continue to do so.  
 
Rediet, on behalf of IST, I would like to end by saying: Thank you.  
 
 
 

(Ms. G Graduation Day, May 24th, 2014)	  


